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ted, as it hath bene accuſtomed betoꝛe ð making ot this Acte: Anything herein conteined to $contrary thereofnotwithltanding. 


Anno xæxvij. Regine Elizabethe. 


& An Acte for the maintenance of the Peere and 


Cobbe of Lyme Regis, in the Countie of Dorſet. 


@@® Hereas the Maioꝛ and Burgeſles of the Bozough and Towne of LymeRegis in the 

{3 3 z Countie of Dozſet,andother the Jnhabtrtants of the ſaid Towne andBozough, be at impoꝛtable charges of 
„5 themſelues inthe perely maintenance 4 defenceas welloftheſaydy Towneand Boꝛough bozdering vpon þ 
% maine Seca, as alſoofthe Peere of Lyme Regis afozeſayd, commonly called the Cobbe, beyng a harbour foꝛ 
ſpiyps made #enfozcedinthe maine Sea in the bottome ofthe great Baye, which extendeth from the Ille of 
Portland, to the hauenof Dartmouth, beyng distant xlii. miles: Bymeanes ot which harbour, as wel ö ſhips 
9 ==) of the ſubiects of this Realme as others ( which in palling the narow Seas are many tymes by fozcible Sou⸗ 

; _ therly windes caried into the ſaydBaye) obtaine refuge andſafegard inthe ſaid Peere, without the which 

they mult o neceſlitie periſh: And where the ſayde Peere1s agreatreliefe as wel to the ſayd Jnhabitants, as alſo to the coun⸗ 
trep there adioyning thereby, receiupng many benefites by reãlon of the traffique and entercourſe of ſhipping there vſed: And 
where allo the ſame Peere oꝛ Cobbe in tymes paſt was partly maintayned by reaſon of a certaine veerelp rent of xx. li. which 
was payd vnto the pꝛedeceſſours ofthe ſayd Mayo: a Burgeſſes by the Kings and Queenes of this Realme, to continue foꝛ 
certapne peeres now determined, which peerelp rent of late tyme hath bene, and is withdꝛawen and fo2bozne to bee paied, 
and alſo the ſame was partly maintapned by the good deuotion and charges ok diuers wealthy Merchants heretofoze inhabi⸗ 
ting in the ſayd Towne, whereol ſome are deceaſed, and ſome decaped, and ſometyme by collections ol the deuotion ofthe country 
ereaboutes, and partly the ſame Peere alſo was and is repaired and maintained by reaſon of certaine auncient Cobbe duties 
time out of memoꝛy ol man vſed to be paid to the ſaid Maioꝛ and Burgeſſes, ot, and koꝛ all and all maner of wares and merchan- 
dizes bꝛought into the ſaid Peere, oꝛ caried out ol the ſame, that is to ſap, fo2 cuery packe of woolien cloth ii. d. foꝛ euery fardell of 
linnen cloth, ii. d. koꝛ euery tunne ot ſweete wines, oyles and ſackes, viii. d. fo2 al maner ot other wines, and alother groſſe wares, 
iiii.d. the tunne, loꝛ ð tillage ol euery ſhippe, veſſel oꝛ cockboate, iiii.d.foꝛ euery tunne ot merchandize trouable and weighed at the 
Queenes beame there, ii.d.foꝛ the vſe ol the ſayd beame: all which duties the ſaid Maioꝛ andBurgeſles,and their pꝛedeceſſoꝛs, 
haue had, vſed, and enioyed, by the time whereolthe memoꝛpol man is not to the contrary, as by dtuers grantes and contirmati⸗ 
ons made by the kings ofthis Realmeto the ſaid Maioꝛ 4 Burgeſſes may appeare, which ſaid duties be ſoſmall, conſidering the 
fozmer helpes fo: maintenaunce as afoꝛeſapd, doe now ceaſe, and that a great part ofthe old woꝛks beyng ſet with piles or great 
Oles, are not pct thꝛoughly delenced a repaired oꝛ ſiniſhed, and the ſame old woꝛkeg ſo eaten with woꝛmes called Artes thꝛougn 
oldneſſe, that it falleth daily in great decay, and the new woꝛks which haue bene in building theſe 30. peres, doe like wiſe fall into 
great decay euerp great ſtoꝛme, which requireth a continual attendance euerytide to amend the faults thereof. Andbeſides that, 
the ſapd Maioꝛ and Burgeſſes are dꝛiuen to a further charge now then befoze time, by reaſon that they are now entoꝛced to fetch 
their rocks with cal kes two miles further in the ſea, then heretofoze they haue done. And moꝛeouer, all other things needfulare 
ata higher pꝛice then in koꝛmer times thep haue bene, ſo that by reaſon ofthe pꝛemiſſes, without ſpeedie redꝛeſſe 2 further helpe 
to be had and pꝛouided foꝛ the maintenance ofthe ſaid Peereoz Cobbe, the ſame muſt needs fall to vtter ruine and decay as ö like 
did happen in K. Edward the thirds time, whereby the laid king did loſe a great part o the ſaid Towne by fretting ofthe ſea) and 
manpot the ſubiects ofthis Realme a others that ſhal happen there to bee imbayed by tempeſtuous weather, muſt needes periſh 
foꝛ lache of a conuenient place ot harbour refuge. And like wiſe, the country thereabouts wil be depziued of manp commodities 
which they were wont to receiue, but alſo the ſaid Towne + Fnhabitants thereof, which foz the moſt part liue by narping a traf- 
fique together with their families,anddiuers fit,able and ſkilkul men andmarinersthere trained and bꝛought vpfitkoz leruice, 
wilbe — impoueriched toꝛ euer. In conſideration whereot, and foꝛthat the ſayd Mato? a Burgeſſes haue of long time # pet 
do keepe within the ſayd Towne aplatfozme furniſhed with great Oꝛdinance, and with pouder and ſhot at their owne coftes and 
charges fo: the defence ofthe enemie: And foz that the favd ancient duties andcuſtomes betoze mentioned were neuer heretoloꝛe 
ſufficient to ſuppoꝛt the charges ofthe ſayd pere, but now much moꝛe inſufficient fo: the caules avoue rememvꝛeb: we wn ke 
koꝛe enacted by the Queenes moſt excellent maieſtie, with the allent olthe Loꝛdes Spiritual a Tempoꝛall, and the Commons ot 
this pꝛelent Parliament aſſembled, and by the authoꝛitie ofthe ſame, that the ſaid Cobbe dueties and cuſtomes may from hence⸗ 
koꝛth be increaſed in maner and fome followyng. That is to ſap, that it ſhal and may be la wfull to and fo: the ſapd Maioꝛ a Bur⸗ 
gelles and their ſuccelloꝛs, to haue and take, ot, and fo: all and all maner of wares and merchandizes which after the feaſt of Pen- 
tecoſt now next comming, halbe bꝛought into the ſayd Peere, Cobbe, oꝛ Towne ot Lyme Regis, oꝛ caried out of the ſame, there 
chalbe laded, landed, oꝛ vnladen in wards oꝛ out wards koꝛ euerp packe of woollen cloth, iii. d. only, fozeueryfardeloflinnen cloth, 
ill. d. onelp, toꝛ euery tunne off weete wines, oiles and ſackes, viii.d. onely, a foꝛ euerptunne ok other wines, oꝛ other groſſe wares 
fich excepted) vi. d. onely, foꝛ the killage of euerp ſhip, veſſel, oꝛ cockboate,v1.d.onely,fo: euery tunne of merchandize trouable itii.d. 
onely and no moꝛe. And that it may be further enacted a eſtabliſhed bythe authoꝛitie afozeſapd,that if any maſter ol hip, merchat, 
owner, factour oꝛ dealer with any the ſaid wares, mer chandizes oꝛ other things aloꝛeſaid, chall oꝛ willheerafter refuſe oꝛ deny to 
pay the ſaid Cobbe duties laſt aboue mentioned, oꝛ any or them vpon demaund, that then it ſhal and map be la wrull to and foz the 
ſaid Maioꝛ à Burgeſſes, a their ſucceſſoꝛs, by any one otthemſelues, oꝛ any ot their oſticers foꝛp̊ time being within ð ſaid Town, 
Peere oꝛ Cobbe, to attach a ſeaʒe the wares, merchandizes, a things koꝛ the which any ſuch duetie as afoꝛelaid ſhaibe due and vn⸗ 
paid, oꝛ any other of the goods of the owner oꝛ owners of the ſaid wares, merchandizes, oꝛthings there, a the ſame to retayne and 
keepe in the name ok a diſtreile, vntil the ſame duties ſhalbe vnto the laid Maioꝛ a Burgeſles, oꝛ to their ſucceſſoꝛs, oꝛ to their offt- 
cer 02 officers in 8 behalte fo2 the time beyng ſatiſfied and paid, foꝛ, and toward the maintenance a continuance ot the ſayd Peere 
oꝛ Cobbe. And toꝛ the better a true execution ofthe true intent a meaning otthis pꝛelent acte, Be it further enacted bythe autho⸗ 
ritie atoꝛeſaid, that from hencefoꝛth, two ſufficient perſons olthe Inhabitants ofthe ſame Towne, ſhalbeyerely choſen and ap⸗ 
pointed by the Maioꝛ there foꝛ the time being, foꝛ the true collection a emploiment ofthe duties akoꝛeſaid, which Receiuers ſhall 
openly in the Leete + Lawdaythere holden perely, next after the feaſt ot D. Michael the Archangel, make, yeeld, a deliuer vp in 
wꝛiting a pertect account vpon their othes, vnto the Maioꝛ ofthe ſame to wne fo2 the time being ot their ſaid receipts and emploi⸗ 
ments. Pꝛouided alwayes, that ſuch as now are, oꝛ hereafter ſhalbe of the Cinque poꝛtes, a ot all other hauen townes oꝛ Creekes 
within this realme, which ot right had a enioped heretofoze pꝛiuiledge in thoſe duties by vertue ol any their Charters whatſoe⸗ 
uer, halbe # continue diſcharged as heretoloꝛe they haue done, any thing in this acte contained to the cõtrary notwithſtanding. 
Pꝛouided alſo a be it further enacted by the authoꝛitie afozcſaid,p al ſuch Cobbe duties a cuſtomes as ſhalbe gathered, receiued, 
oꝛ taken by vertue ofthis Acte oz other wiſe, ſhalbe imploied a beſtowed in a vpon the ſaid Peere oꝛ Cobbe, ⁊ che ſea woꝛkes and o⸗ 
ther things thereunto appertaining, a not other wiſe. And ð perelp at the quarter ſeſſions otthe Peace to be holden next befoze$ 
feaſt ol D. Michael the Archangel, in the ſaid Countie of Doꝛſet, the Juſtices ot᷑ Peace of the ſaid Countie which ſhalbe there pꝛe⸗ 
ſent, oꝛ the moꝛe part ot them, ſhal in the ſaid open ſeſſions there, choole a appoint one Juſtice ot Peace ofthe ſaid Countie not be⸗ 
ing a free man ofthe ſame towneof Lyme. And alſo the merchants a inhabitants of Taunton in the Countievt Somerſet,ſhall 
perely choolc one merchant of Taunton. ⁊ alſo the merchants a inhabitants ot᷑ Chard in the ſaid Countie ot Somerſet, ſhal pere⸗ 
lychooſe one merchant of Chard, which Jullice ol Peace, merchant ot Taunton, a merchant ot Chard ſo perelp to be choſen a ap⸗ 
pointed, together w the Maioꝛ oꝛhed officer ol the ſame towne of Lyme foꝛ the time being, oꝛ the moꝛe part of thẽ, chall haue full 
power #authoutie perely in the ſaid Leete La wdap, to take the iuſt a true account ofthe ſaid Collectoꝛs x Receiuers vpon their 
othes of the ſayd Cobbe duties a cuſtomes, what hath bene collected a receiued, a how it hath bene imploied, 4 what remayneth, 
and the ſame remaine to be imploped +beſtowed as atoꝛeſaid. And it the ſaid Collectoꝛs a Receiuers oꝛ any of them ſhall refufe to 
mae account as aloꝛeſaid, that then he oꝛ they ſorefuſingto make account as aloꝛeſaid, ſhal foꝛteite rl.1i.oflawful mony of Eng 
land, the ſame fozfaitures to be recouered by the Mauoꝛ ofthe ſaid towne ol Lyme, the ſaid Juſtice of Peace, merchant ol Taunto, 
merchant ot Charde ſo to be choſen as atozeſatd foz the time beyng, oꝛ by any two ol them by action of debt in any or the Quecnes 
maieſties courtes of Recoꝛd, wherin no wager ok law, eſſoigne oz pꝛotection ſhalbe allowed, a the ſame to be imployed a beſtowed 
in a vpon the maintenance ol the ſaid Beere oꝛ Cobbe a other ſeawoꝛks a things aloꝛeſaid thereunto appertaining· This Acte to 
continue fo þ ſpace of v.yeres next enſuing #fromthence vntil the end of the next ſeſſion ot the nert parltament then nextenſu⸗ 
ing. And allo that after the end of the ſaid ſeſſion ot parliament next after the end of the ſaid v. yeeres, the foꝛeſaid auncient Cobbe 
duties a cuſtomes, ſhal remaine due a papable vntoþ ſaid Maioꝛ a Burgeſſes of 5 ſaid Boꝛough a towne of Lyme Regis foꝛ euer, 
asd ſame were due a payable vnto the ſaid Maioꝛ a Burgeſſes befoze the making of this Acte, and ſhalbe vſed, oꝛdered, a accoun⸗ 


Imprinted at London by Chriitopher Barker, Printer to the Queenes Maieſtie. 
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